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Meet Cuji (and his people) — our Acme Canine free dog training winner!
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Elizabeth and Christopher Nankervis with their beloved, and now well trained, Cuj!
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A few months ago one of The Ballantrae Banner advertisers,
Acme Canine, sponsored a contest for residents. Acme Canine
would work with one resident and dog in a one on one training

session and perform the following:

* Canine assessment (about an hour long) to identify
personality and temperament of dog as well as how owner
would like the dog to behave

* Behavioral management session (approximately an hour and
a half) to help the dog learn his manners (and teach owners
how to manage the dog)

Acme Canine guarantees results!

Well - did we ever hear from Ballantrae residents! We received
many, many hilarious emails on your deepest doggie secrets!
While all the entries were deserving, one had to be selected.
However, everyone that entered the contest will have their pet
featured in a future Precious Pets.

'The winning Ballantrae dog and resident was Mary Ann Nan-
kervis. Her email read as follows:

“Boy, have I got the dog for Acme!!! He has lots of issues: barks
incessantly at anything/one that moves outside, greets people at
the door by barking and trying to get to them...then jumps all
over them once he finally lets them in the house; he has snapped
at children before; he drags us and chokes himself the entire
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time you take him for a walk; we have an electric fence and he
just runs right through it with total disregard for the “shock.” 1
could probably go on but would need a month of training for
this one. He weighs about 30 pounds and is a Keeshond. He is
two years old.”

It turns out that Cuji had previously participated in training but
that the family didn’t follow through with the commands and so
he regressed. The Nankervis' weren't sure how to use the com-
mands to help the dog. Laura Pakis of Acme Canine says, “We
tend to nurture our children but nurturing a dog causes issues.”
Laura performed the assessment and Chris Deboard of Acme
came to do the training and give the family the leadership skills
they needed.

Chris says that, “Dogs never lose their skills, so once Acme
helped the owners feel confident about their leadership skills,
their dog bounced right back with good behavior. The training
they had previously invested in was still there in their dog — they
just needed to know how to access and regain it!”

The Ballantrae Banner recently caught up with the Nankervis
family to see how Acme’s training helped them. Here is our

interview.

Please comment on the free training session you won from
Acme Canine? Perhaps tell us a bit about your dog prior to
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training and why you wanted him trained.

Prior to training, Cuji was very disobedient as he was never
really trained in a house setting. He would bark at everyone and
everything outside. He would jump on everyone who came to
the door and try to escape when the door was open. He would
“drag”you the entire time on his walks with a leash.

How quickly did you feel comfortable with the Acme trainer?
I was very comfortable with the trainer right away. He was not
surprised by any of Cuji’s behavior as we described it, and made
us feel at ease with his professionalism.

How quickly did your dog feel comfortable with the trainer?
Cuji was very comfortable with the trainer from the get go.
Chris did not pay attention to Cuji when he came in the door
and just told him to get down. He waited to pet the dog until
the dog knew he was the one in charge. It was very interesting
to see how our dog would listen to and do whatever Chris told
him. It was all done with Cuji wearing a training leash.

Did you learn enough during your free session that you felt
comfortable with issuing the commands to your dog even
after the Acme trainer left?

We did learn a lot in the short time that Chris was here and did
issue the commands when Chris was still present and Cuji did
listen to me. He even sat at the front door while it was open
without running away.

How has your dog responded?
I know he would be responsive if we practice with him more.

Does the dog seem happier, more content, more obedient
since the training?

He was definitely all of those things when Chris left. He is still
a bit hyper and will need some more training.

Have you done any follow up lessons with Acme after your ini-
tial free training session?

We plan to schedule follow-up sessions with Acme as the train-
ing was very successful

What would you say was the best thing Acme Canine did to
help you and your dog?

They set our minds at ease that our dog is trainable regardless of
his age, breed, or level of obedience.

Would you say the training has been a success?

Yes. It is just imperative, though, that the owner continue the
training each day until the dog reacts naturally to the com-
mands without tugging on that leash. I found it difficult to tug
too hard, although it cannot hurt the dog so he wasn't real sure
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it I was the boss or not. He knew who was boss when working

with Chris.

Anything else you would like readers to know about training
with Acme Canine?

It is an excellent service that they offer to come to your home.
Cuji was trained off-site when he was a puppy but it made such
a big difference doing it here in our home and focusing on our
specific needs.

Acme is offering a free assessment to any Ballantrae residents
that entered our contest and calls Acme Canine by April 30.

Acme Canine, 1385 Franklin Street, Lewis Center, OH 43035,
www.acmecanine.com, 740.548.1717. Laura Pakis is owner of
Acme Canine. She is a regionally acclaimed certified trainer, author,
and lecturer. She has more than 30 years of experience working with
dogs, including support work, hunting, scentwork, puppy develop-
ment and behavior modification. She currently has a full-time
veterinary referral-based practice in Lewis Center, Ohio. All Acme

trainers are Certified Professional Trainers.

Luxurious, yet affordable
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